
Collector Wind Farm Forum 
A message from the appointed community representatives 

Appointed community representatives: 

John Hoskins, Madeleine McDonald , James McKay, Brian Mor, Gary Po i le ,  Martha Truelove, Tony Walsh  

The appointed community representatives of the Collector 

Wind Farm Forum have prepared this newsletter to explain the 

roles and functions of the Forum to the residents of Collector 

and the surrounding community. 

The Collector Wind Farm Forum was established by the 

proponent in line with the Draft NSW Planning Guidelines Wind 

Farms, December 2011. 

Under these guidelines, all members of the Collector Wind Farm 

Forum, including an independent chairperson, local community, 

Council and proponent representatives are to be appointed by 

the Director General of Planning and Infrastructure.   

The draft guidelines set out the following criteria to select 

community representatives:  

 Willingness to contribute constructively 

 Experience and ability to provide feedback to the community 

and stakeholder groups 

 Current residence in the local area and/or awareness of 

local and relevant issues. 

The project has been approved by the appropriate authority and 

the decision to proceed with its construction lies largely with the 

proponent.  If the development does proceed, we want the 

community to be in the best position to benefit. 

What we are: 

 Volunteers who aim to represent the community through 
the forum. 

 While individual community representatives are both 
supporters and opponents of the wind farm, as a group we 
remain neutral and don’t advocate for or against. 

 We are an advisory group. 

What we are not: 

 We are not a group advocating for or against the wind farm.  

 We do not make decisions on the planning, construction or 

operation of the wind farm.  

What has frustrated us: 

 The proponent has not met our expectations in regards to 

community consultation.  While they have listened to what 

we have to say, they have not demonstrated a willingness 

to enter into engagement and negotiation over matters 

such as the Community Enhancement Fund. 

 The most recent newsletter circulated by the proponent 

was not a true representation of the outcomes of a recent 

workshop specifically convened for the purposes of 

improving community consultation.  

 The quality, accessibility and timeliness of information 

about the Forum on the proponent's website is not user 

friendly and does not allow open and transparent 

dissemination of information to the community. 

Next Steps: 

The community appointed members have met twice recently 

outside the formal forum meetings to develop a better process 

of engaging and informing the community. 

 We are planning to have a meeting soon so the affected 
community can attend and voice their concerns and ideas. 
We will provide you with further information about this as 
soon as possible.  

 Ensure past and future minutes and actions of the forum 

will be made more transparent to the community, including 

a mail out by post and an improved online format.   

 Urge the proponent to develop a website that is specifically 
dedicated to the Collector Wind Farm as opposed to the 
existing arrangement where information is embedded in a 
broader corporate web site. 

 We will seek the best structure for the Community 

Enhancement Fund. 

 We will seek the best outcomes for the local community. 

 We are circulating this information so the community is 

very clear about our role. We seek to develop a working 

relationship with the proponent around the development 

and management of the Community Enhancement Fund. 

 We are solely interested in getting the best outcomes for 
our community.  We will ask questions, make comments, 
express concerns and provide advice about the proposed 
wind farm. 

 We will provide a channel for the community to liaise with 
the proponent during the construction and operational 
phases of the project. 

We urge you to approach us with your ideas, questions 

or concerns for feedback to the Collector Wind Farm 
Forum. 


