
 
 

 

 

MINUTES 

Collector Wind Farm Forum  

Meeting: October 2, 2013 at the Bushranger Hotel, Collector 

In attendance: James McKay, Gary Poile, Cr John Searl, Tony Walsh, Chris Mackenzie 
Davey(Observer - OEH), Kylie Walker (Observer – OEH) Anthony Yeates (Ratch), Neil 
Weston (Ratch), Deborah Cameron (Chair) 

Apologies: Frank Ross, Martha Truelove, John Truelove, Cr John Shaw, Nick Valentine 

Resignation: Sharon Swincer 

Meeting commenced: 6.10pm 

Meeting concluded: 7.40pm 

 

General discussion 

These minutes serve as an account and a general record of the discussion at what was the 
second meeting of the Forum. This is not a verbatim record and is therefore not conclusive.  
These minutes also reflect the tone of the gathering.  

Agenda item 1 – apologies 
From Frank Ross, Martha Truelove, John Truelove, Cr John Shaw and Nick Valentine 
 
Agenda item 2 – resignation 
 
Agenda item 3 – declaration of pecuniary and other interests 
 
Unchanged since May declaration (see below) and addition of two new meeting participants, 
Kylie Walker and Neil Weston (noted below)  

• James McKay – President of Collector Community Association 
• Gary Poile – local farmer and bee keeper, President of the Pumpkin Festival, formerly 

held numerous volunteer positions within the Collector community, his property will 
host wind turbines from the Collector Wind Farm.  

• Chris Mackenzie-Davey – attending as an observer, works for the Office of 
Environment and Heritage 

• Frank Ross – Owner of Collector Gallery and Collector Books; executive member of 
Collector and District Historical Assn, member of CCA, Friends of Collector, with a 
general interest in economic and environmental aspects of wind farms  

• John Truelove – secretary of the Cullerin & Breadalbane Bushfire Brigade 
• Tony Walsh – President of the Collector Bushfire Brigade 
• Kylie Walker – attending as an observer, works for the Office of Environment and 

Heritage. 
• Nick Valentine – works for APP, consultant to Ratch Australia  
• Anthony Yeates – works for the proponent, Ratch Australia 
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• Deborah Cameron – facilitator works for KJA 
 
Agenda item 4 – confirmation of minutes 
 
Minutes confirmed.  
 
Agenda item 5 – Business arising from previous meet ing 
 
Anthony Yeates  said that he was keen to facilitate a site tour for Forum members and 
repeated the offer made at the May meeting to organise this.   
 
Agenda item 6 – Correspondence 
 
Deborah Cameron  tabled a copy of email correspondence which included a letter from the 
Upper Lachlan Shire and two emails. 
 
Agenda item 7 – Proponent reports and overview of a ctivities 
 
Anthony Yeates  presented and tabled a report, The Collector Wind Farm Forum Proponent 
Update (attached to this email). He spoke of the appointment of the Planning Assessment 
Commission panel.   
 
James McKay  said that he had known one of the commissioners since he was 12 and had 
spoken to him about 2 years ago about the Collector Wind Farm. 
 
In a discussion about the power lines connecting to the grid, Anthony Yeates  said that work 
has been continuing with Transgrid on the 330kv lines near the Hume Highway and a sub-
station compound at the very north of the site.   
 
Anthony Yeates  explained the Office of Environment and Heritage had been on the site 
assessing how the impact of the wind farm on local flora and fauna, particularly birds and 
bats would be monitored. 
 
Anthony Yeates  encouraged all members of the forum to read the Department of Planning’s 
review and said that in doing its review the Department had engaged external noise experts 
and had an external visual assessment done and that both of these reports formed 
appendices to the report.  
 
Anthony Yeates  noted the independence and purpose of the PAC and said that among 
other major projects now before it were a container terminal, a carpark, a solar power station 
and residential developments.   
 
Chris Mackenzie-Davey  shared copies of the Planning Assessment Commission 
determination report on the Bodangora Wind Farm Project (attached to these minutes).  
 
Anthony Yeates  said that it took 6 weeks for the PAC to complete its assessment of 
Bodangora and this was a guide to possible timing. The Bodangora proponent was Infigen. 
 
Tony Walsh  said he was surprised about the PAC meeting regarding the Collector Wind 
Farm was being held at Breadalbane and asked if there was a way for this to be changed. 
 
After general discussion the Forum  reached a consensus that a letter be written to the PAC 
from the Forum expressing surprise and asking the PAC to reconsider the location for the 
meeting, offering the Collector Hall as the best alternative. 
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Anthony Yeates  said that he had included web links with his report to the NSW Government 
Energy Action Plan http://www.pac.nsw.gov.au/Projects/Current/tabid/102/Default.aspx and 
also to the recent report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
http://www/energy.nsw.gov.au/sustainable/renewable/renewable/renewable-energy-action-
plan 
 
 
Gary Poile  asked about specific targets for different classes of renewables in the NSW 
Government Energy Action Plan, particularly referencing hydro power.  
 
Chris Mackenzie-Davey  said that there had been no targets set; but there is capacity to 
increase hydro across the state though not by a huge amount. 
 
Anthony Yeates  said that like wind, the rain is an infrequent resource. 
 
James McKay  asked whether the figures for solar energy reflected small scale solar 
 
Chris Mackenzie-Davey  said that it did but that there is also large scale solar coming on 
stream, referencing the Solar Flagships Scheme which would involve large farms at Broken 
Hill and Nyngan. He said that on recent reckoning, solar will be as cheap as wind within four 
or five years. There was also capacity for council roofs and industry roofs to go solar with 
quite a lot of expansion expected. 
 
Anthony Yeates  said that the ACT Government recently ran a feed-in tariff auction and that 
this was won by FRV (Royalla) which will be the first major solar project off the ground. The 
ACT is a surprisingly strong solar resource – sunny but not too hot.  
 
Deborah Cameron  informed the meeting to note her work as the certifier of communications 
plans on the Nyngan and Broken Hill solar farms for AGL. 
 
Anthony Yeates  noted that Ratch is working on a solar proposal at another one of its power 
generation assets. 
 
Gary Poile  asked whether the NSW draft wind farm guidelines had been ratified yet? 
 
Anthony Yeates  said that they hadn’t but that it was an action of the Renewable Energy 
Plan to endorse the guidelines. 
 
James McKay  said the change of Federal Government at the last election raised questions 
about the Renewable Energy Target. He noted that Tony Abbott had appointed as an advisor 
Maurice Newman who thinks that the RET is a fraud. And he further noted that the funding of 
the Renewable Energy Corporation was under a cloud and that the Direct Action policy of the 
new Government was unproven and had few supporters. He asked what was the view of 
Ratch of these changed circumstances.  
 
Anthony Yeates  said that it was right to focus on the RET. He said he thought that the 
removal of the carbon tax would have little impact on the economics of wind farms. He said 
that the target was 41,000 Terawatt hours per year up to 2020.  He said that the Federal 
Government could influence the target, taking it up or down or reducing it to zero. It was his 
personal opinion that the Government was unlikely to rescind the target.  
 
Agenda item 8: new members 
 
There were four nominations – Madeleine McDonald, John Hoskins, Brian More and 
Kathleen Webster – with three vacancies. The four names were put into a hat and the name 
remaining in the hat was Kathleen Webster who will therefore the first person approached at 
the next casual vacancy.  
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Duly selected were: Madeleine McDonald, John Hoskins and Brian Mor e 
  
Agenda item 9 – Ratch Community Fund 
 
Deborah Cameron  tabled a briefing note circulated earlier about the Veolia Trust. 
 
James McKay  said that Laurie Willett was concerned that the Veolia Trust was an imperfect 
model and recommended rotating membership including the chair. He said that getting early 
advice of a lawyer and thinking carefully about the way to frame the instructions to a lawyers 
was important and remains available to talk to the Forum in the future. 
 
James MacKay  reiterated his position that he would like a revenue sharing arrangement 
equivalent to the same percentage amount of revenue received by individual landholders per 
turbine under their agreements for all built turbines to benefit the community within a 10km 
radius of the wind farm envelop, with a minimum benefit amount of $200,000 per annum. 
This, he said, would embolden Ratch’s social license to operate and would be an absolutely 
breakthrough for the wind farm’s neighborliness. Community consultation and empowerment 
was very important. 
 
Tony Walsh  supported James’s position and asked about the position of the Upper Lachlan 
Shire council on the community fund. 
 
Cr John Searl  said that it was a question that should be formally put to the council. He liked 
James’s enchantingly literate description of social license and community consultation. 
 
Gary Poile  said that message so far from Council had been ‘give us the money’ and ‘trust 
us’. 
 
Tony Walsh  said that Cr John Shaw’s non-attendance from Forum meetings spoke volumes 
about the council’s position. 
 
Tony Walsh  asked about the community fund donation that had been mooted by Ratch at 
the last meeting. 
 
Anthony Yeates  said that having discussed it with the Forum and recognising the sensitivity 
of the issue, RATCH had elected not to pursue any donations at this time. But the money 
was still available for future allocation.  
 
Tony Walsh  thought this was a wise decision. 
 
Agenda item 10 – General Business 
 
Chris MacKenzie Davey  said that the Crookwell Wind Farm Committee was keen to 
correspond with the Collector Forum on bushfire risk.  
 
James McKay  said that it would be fantastic if Chris would be a conduit to other committees. 
 
Gary Poile  asked about the number of other committees. 
 
Chris Mackenzie-Davey  said that were committees in Crookwell, Yass, Byalla, Rugby and 
at the Capital Wind Farms. He said that the Office of Heritage and Environment was thinking 
about what it can do to support the committees.  
 
John Searl  said that it was a good idea to talk. 
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Gary Poile  said that with so many renewable energy projects in the immediate area he had 
visions of a museum or some other venture that would join them together as a visitor 
experience. 
 
Chris MacKenzie-Davey  said that thought was being given to a providing visitor information 
on a self-guided tour of wind farms and possibly an app. 
 
Anthony Yeates  said that a new community newsletter was almost ready for distribution and  
this would include news that the PAC hearing but without  the meeting places, in anticipation 
that the PAC would change its plans and meet in Collector. 
 
Chris Mackenzie Davey  reminded forum members of the Gunning wind farm open day on 
12 October  
 
Agenda item 11 – next meeting 
 
 
The next meeting of the Forum will be held in February, after the start of the new school 
year. 
 
 
 
  
 

Actions arising from meeting:  

• Deborah Cameron drafts letter expressing surprise that the PAC is meeting in 
Breadalbane rather than Collector and circulates it for approval 

 
• Deborah Cameron contacts the three new members of the Forum 

 
• KJA to schedule next meeting in February, after school goes back, in consultation 

with members 
  
 
 

 


